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Under the Clean Air Act, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) adopted in 1997
a new air quality standard for ozone, or “smog,” a summer-time air pollutant that can cause
respiratory illness. The new standard, referred to as the “8-hour ozone standard,” is intended to be
more protective than the previous one-hour standard for children and adults who play and work
outdoors in the summer.  Following a lengthy legal challenge, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the
standard in 2001.

U.S EPA is now initiating the process for making designations of counties across the United States
as being in attainment or nonattainment with the 8-hour ozone standard. U.S. EPA is requesting
States to provide designation recommendations by July 15, 2003.  U.S. EPA will use measured
ozone air quality as its main criterion, but will consider other factors as well. U.S. EPA will
review and possibly revise the states’ recommendations prior to publishing proposed designations
in the Federal Register. Pursuant to a recent settlement, designations must be final by April 15,
2004.

Prior to making recommendations to U.S. EPA, we wish to solicit your input. IDEM has been
reviewing U.S. EPA’s guidance for making designations, the air quality monitoring data from our
statewide network, and other relevant data. We would like to share this information with you to
help you in providing comments to us.

We have established this web site to provide background information on this matter and are
facilitating an on-line forum so that you can ask questions and provide comments.  We will post
your questions and comments, along with our responses as appropriate.

For more information, please feel free to contact Scott Deloney at (317) 233-5684 or
sdeloney@dem.state.in.us.

Thank you for your interest in this important issue. We look forward to hearing your views on this
important matter.


